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[Vou. V. 


to the people, ‘* whatever we do, however ab- 
surd or pernicious in its tendency, is suggested 
by the Holy Ghost, and you will be torm by 
demons if you do not believe it,” 

A traffick iv humen souls the most delete- 


‘ Zz 
ON THE PROGRESS OF TRUTH. | rious in its consequences, was carried a» by 


No. IV. 

I'he least reflection, one would suppose, | 
might convince the most sceptical that this | 
excessive veneration—this implicit reliance, is | 
the result of the craft of a class of man, who 
wish to revel in luxury without sharing the | 


common burden. . That man must be gros:!; ; 


infatuated who imagines the All-wise ‘Parent | 
of natare has suspended the eternal weal of | 
his children upon the contingency of their 
believing certain religious dogmas. The reli- 
gious opinions of the age may, indeed, have 
been transmitted to us from remote antiquity ; 
they may be consecrated by the blood of mar- 
tyrs, and endeared by the memory of our 
fathers who believed them ;. but the man, who 
disclaims al! authority but reason, and al! 
creeds but truth, will consider all these exter- | 
nal ornaments of little importance, and every 
argument founded upon them, he will ever 
treat with contempt. 

The grand secret is disclosed. No man is 
against reason, until reason is against him.— 
People that reason cannot be duped. 
to maintain their authority over our minda,| 
priests have told us itis offensive to God, that 
we exercise this noble faculty. Should men 
reason, the injustice of their practices would 
be discovered, and the solidity of their claims 
be called in question. 

Many of those sentiments which have (en 
outstripped by the improvements in natural 
and moral science, were, no doubt, in their 
first establishment useful. The first preachers 
of them considered them true, and very likely 
proclaimed them with the benevolent intention 
of ameliorating the condition of man. It was 
probably by the’ same desire, that they were 
induced. to represent them as coming from 
God ; and with the wish of insuring them a 
cordial reception, they were also led to make 
it criminal to doubt their truth. But ambitious 
men converted the precautions, those philan- 
thropists had to preserve their sentiments, to 
a source of individual aggrandizement, assu- 
ming to themselves the prerogatives of the 








Most High—pretending to be under the im- 
mediate influence of his spirit, they declared 


these spiritual merchandizers; bai the peo- 
ple, however much oppressed and borne down 
by the heavy burdens they had to bear, must 
not complain, because their complainings 


| would be against Heaven, whose vengeance 


would flash instant death upon them if they 
dared murmur against his will. 

They brought forward their sacred books, 
written in a style and language wholly unin- 
telligible to the great body of the people.— 
These books they said were from God, and no 
one must expect salvation that has the audaci- 
ty to doubt them. Tothe complaint from the 
people that they could not understand these 
books, they answered, * true, many things in 
them are hard to be understood, which many 
wrest to their own destruction, but God has 
conferred on his servants, the priests, the pri- 
vilege of understanding them; believe what 
we say, give us of your substance to support 
us, and our children and we will guide you to 
heaven.” 

If the people complained the doctrines 


In ordér Sates were unreasonable or contradictory ; 


, what is contradictory to 
consistent to God—with 


say, infinite goodness may produce infinite 
evil, and still retain the character of infinite 
goodness. 

Thus wearied with undue usurpations, the 
mind, Jost its elasticity, and finally yielded 
itself an abject slave to its spiritual master, 
placed unbounded confidence in what he 
taught, and obeyed with the most persevering 
enthusiasm what he commanded} The evil 
effects of such a state of things have come 
down to us. The cloven-footed monster which: 
preyed upon our ancestors has come hither to 
embitter our felicity, and to render us gloomy 
vassals to clerical dominion. 

Adventurous spirits from the old world have 
felled our forests,—converted the wilderness 
into a fruitful field—erected on the fastnesses 
of wild beasts, cities which bid fair to rival] 
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the numbers, wealth, commerce and refine- 
ment of any which Europe can boast, Liberty 


has given additional splendour to our noon day | 


sun; freedom has brightened the fires of our 
evening skies, and mental independence has 
given verdure to our fields and beauty to our 
landscapes. Here the eare-worn son of des- 
potick climes has found a home ; oppressed 


virtue an asylum; and bleeding humanity, | 


driven from the courts of tyrants, a retreat. 


The enemies of the human race have cut 
their way to our peaceful shores,—have enter- 
ed our paradise, coiled themselves around the 
tree of knowledge, and are now presenting us 
the ‘*death-distilling fruit.” ‘The claims, 
which the inhabitants of the old world are al- 
ready beginning to spurn, are brought hither 
to bind the sons of those fathers, who taught 
the world by their example to discard every 
species of tyranny. 

My country! more is thy peril, greater is 
thy danger, than when the gigantick power ot 
a trans-Atlantick prince sent its minions to 
ravage thy courts and destroy thy women and 
children. A direful doom awaits thee; the 
chains of a more dreadful slavery are even 
now clanking in thy ears ;—repose not too 
much confidence in the virtue of thy sons— 
the mode of attack is secret and the move- 
ments of the enemy are silent. 

A clerical hierarchy is threatened us, and 
the utmost vigilance is requisite to avert the 
impending danger. The leaders of the grand 
enterprize are as erafty as they are ambitious. 
The missionary cause, like the Crusades 
against the Infidels, was thrown ott to engage 
the great body of the peeple, that the engine 
might move unobserved. The sympathies of 
the people were enlisted by many a pathetick 
discription: of poor heathens. dropping into 
hell; the purse was openg@'—money was dt 
the disposal of the reveren@@ignataries who 


had shown ®0 much comp weupon the 
wretched pagans. a 


They sought, as the next step, the superin- 
tendance of literature—they have obtained the 
management of nearly all the seminaries of 
learning ; and, to make their triumph com- 
plete, they established their Sabbath schools, 
introduced their tracts and other books fraught 
with their own peculiarities, and thus*they 
could begin with the infant and attend him 
through all the stages of his education. Im- 
mense power has thus been thrown into their 
hands; and@hey hold in their hands, to use 
their own exaggerated expression, ‘the lever 
that moves the moral world.” In this depart- 
ment their plan has succeedcd. 

One thing remains to be accomplished— 
this done, and their plan has succeeded in 
every part. This thing, is to get the supreme 
control of our political institutions. This, in- 
deed, remains to be done ; but there is some 





fear it may be nearer effected than any phi- 
| lanthropist-is willing to believe. .. he propo- 
gal that none but Christians should be elected 
| to any office—the attempt to persuade the 
| freemen of these states to vote for no man 
f unless he belong to some church, if it suc- 
| ceetls, will pave the way to disignate the par- 
| ticular church; and when such a measure has 
| succeded, a majority of the favoured church 
| will compose the grand council of the nation. 
| Woe be to thee, O Columbia, when that shall 
| be the case. 
(TO BE CONTINUED.) 
QO. A. 


JROWNSON. 


FOR TitE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
EXTRACT FROM A. SERMON, 
BY oO. 
‘¢ We tread lightly over the graves of depart- 
ed follies—we appeal to the mouldering urns 
in which they are entombed, for the instruc- 
tien of the present and future generations; 
but we shed no tears for their loss! ‘The fair 
sun of science has arisen! Its beaming efful- 
gence is fast irradiating the moral world; and 
under its genial influence, intellect shall ex- 
; pand—shall unfold to astonished man, riches 
before unknown—treasures as yet unheard. 


“The voice of the Eternal, thunders re- 
proof to those ‘who worship they know not 
what.’ False the notion, derogatory from his 
character, is the supposition, that Jehovah 
| receives praise from the blind credence of 
ignorant, deluded man. God is a being of ab- 
solute and unbounded perfection; he must be 
pleased with every approximation his creatures 
make to himself. Wisdom is an essential 
attribute of Jehovah; can he be displeased 
that his creatures should become wise? Lis 
knowledge is infinite ; does he desire his chil- 
Wren should remain in ignorance ? Survey the 
Hihdoos, the inhabitants of the South Sea 
Islands, run your eye over all the ignorant, 
degraded nations of the earth. What sublimity 
or what purity can their long revered systems 
boagt.? How little acceptable to.God! How 
unprofitable to man ! 

** What missionary visits their benighted 
shores, but labours with his highest zeal and 
industry toenlighten their understandings— 
to elevate their conceptions of God and their 
fellow men? ‘The enthusiasm so lately seen 
and so widely felt, for enlightening the hea- 
then, can well attest the general sentiment on 
this subject, when there is no danger of de- 
tecting long established and long fondly em- 
braced errours. The offering of folly has no 
dignity, no worth; it is a stench in the nostrils 
of the Almighty. 

‘** The developement of nature’s laws—the 
acquaintance with the principles of human 
action—the new truths which study and reflec- 
tion will afford the dilligent inquirer, will 


A. BROWNSON. 
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prompt a more noble piety to God, will teach 
to'reverence our God more deeply, and to 
setve him more devoutly. At every advance 
he beholds the wisdom of the Great First 
Cause ; at every step will he be led to admire 
his works and adore the benevolence every 
where displayed. Every new discovery éxalts 
his views—every improvement he makes in 
the knowledge of nature, calls forth increasing 
sensations of love, and elevates his gratitude 
to the all-benignant Parent of the Universe. 
We rises in the scale of being—holds com 
munion wii Heaven—looks with contempt 
wpon al those low and contracted notions 
which degrade the bigotted and the supersti- 
tious. 

** By the acquisition of wisdom man be- 
comes more useiul to man—is enabled to dis- 
cover the best means of advancing his own, 
and his neighbour’s welfare. He becomes a 
firm pillar in society. ‘The more wisdom he 
possesses—-the more intelligence he has, the 
greater will be the sphere of his usefulness, 
the more successful he is likely to be in remo- 
ving the evils which may fall upon his own 
head, and in lightening the burden that may 
rest upon his brethren. 


** To conclude: whether rich or poor, bond | 








or free, in the church or out of it,—wisdom | 


is necessary to direct the train of our parsuits, 
It ennobles the human character, corrects its 
errours, annihilates its follies, cultivates truth, 
imposes virtue, encourages philanthropy, ex- 
pands the heart with gratitude to God, and 
with kindness to every created being. It sub- 
limates religion, gives it a salutary influence, 
makes it approved by the understanding and 
soothing to the heart The universality of 
wisdom and intelligence, will evangelize the 
world, ‘* beat the sword into the ploughshare 
and the spear into the pruning hook.” This 
will abolish ignorance, all the multifarious 
causes of contention, and drive sorrow from 
the abodes of man. Therefore, get wisdom, 
and with all thy gettings get understanding.” 
EES 
FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
UNIVERSALIST CONVENTION. 

Mx. Eprror : 

I have recently finished, what I deem a 
refutation of your principal objections against 
the Convention. But for reasons, which I 
need not state to your readers, unless called 
upon by you; 1 consider it inexpedient to 
publish what I intended for my first communi- 
cation. I therefore proceed to the delineation 
of my views concerning the mode of organi- 
zing the Convention. 

1. It should be constituted of delegates, 
not exceeding a certain number, perhaps four, 
from each Association. 

2. It should possess the power of performing 








its own business, viz, organizing counci!— 


should have such apprehensions, 


granting letters of fellowship and ordination 
to minisiers of the gospel—attending the pub- 
lick worship of God—obtaining informatiou 
relative to the religious condition of the seve- 
ral Associations—_recommending measures for 
the advancement of the Redeemer’s king- 
dom, &c. 

3. It should hold its sessions annually, 
according to adjournment. 

4. It should have no authority to interfere 
with the acts or’ regulations of any Associa- 


} tion. 


5. It should be a general bond of connexion 
and medium of religious intelligence, between 
the several Associations in the state. 

6 Any Association should have the right to 
withdraw from the Convention, by giving pre- 
vious notice, for a reasonable length of time. 

It will be perceived that the above specified 
plan of organization, differs essentially from 
the constitution of the Convention, as it now 
exists; and entirely removes the principal 
cause of al] the complaint, which has ever 
been made against the Convention. Jt soould 
be no longer composcd exclusively of ministers. 
‘‘The General Convention of Univeréalists 
for the New-England states and others,” at its 
last session, recommended the formation ‘of 
State Conventions, to consist of from two to 
four delegates (who shall always be minister- 
ing brethren) from the several Associations in 
the'state,” &c. | find myself obliged to dissent 
from the opinion of the General Convention 


| on this point; and with thé most profound re- 


spect for the superiour wisdom of that body, 
I respectfully submit my views to the defiber- 
ate consideration of Universalists. Our breth- 
ren apprehend that evils might grow ont of 
clerical control. It is not surprising that they 
History re- 
cords ecclesiastical oppression in lines of 
blood Though we have abundant reason to 
believe we are governed by a policy, far more 
liberal and enlightened, than were the bigotted 
and bloody persecutors of the dark ages;— 
though there is now little or no probability 
that our ministers will attempt to oppress their 
brethren ; yet I deem it wise to use every 
reasonable precaution against elerical domina- 
tion. Besides this, I am fully persuaded, it 
is entirely unnecessary to ordain that a Con- 
vention shall be composed exclusively of minis- 
ters. For I think every possible advantage, 
derivable from a Convention, could be obtained 
without sach regulati< nsequently, with- 
out exciting fear dn ition from our 
brethren. Some ministers would probably be- 
long tothe delégation from every Association. 
If it should be necessary that the whole dele 
gation be mipisters, the Associations would 
know it, and would act accordingly. But they 
do not like to be unnecessarily restricted. [ 
should be in fayour of permittingeach Asso- 
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ciation to send any number of delegates, from 
one to four, rather than of requiring them to 
send a certain number; because it might not 
always be convenient or expedient to send 
more than one. But every association should 
be represented in the Convention. 

My second particular, | deem not superflu- 
ous; because, according to the view I have 
given, the Convention would be so fully re- 
stricted with respect to power, that an explicit 
statement, relative to its duties, will serve to 
show that it would have business to perform, 
and power toaccomplish it. Against my third 
item, no objection would probably be made. 

My fourth item differs from the plan propo- 
sed by the *“‘ Central Association,” which was, 
to make the Convention a Board of Appeal 
from the decision of any particular Associa- 
tion.” Ifthe Convention be a “ Board of Ap- 
peal,” &c. it might nullify the acts of an 
Association: and consequently would possess 
a power, which I propose to exclude from it. 
& am act Very tenacious of my opinion on this 
point. But I think the Associations would be 
capable of performing the business that pro- 
perly belongs to their jurisdiction, with as 
much equity and propriety, as any other board 
would be of performing it for them. Besides 
this, the establishment of such ‘ board of 
appeal” would give additional scope to the 
spirit of litigiousness, without effecting any 
valuable purpose ; unless the Associations do 
not possess sufficient wisdom to govern them- 
selves. I am aware that our inferiour and 
supériour courts of law may be referred to, as 
illustrative of such a system. ‘This reference 
would have weight, if contention were the sole, 
or even the principal business of Universalists, 
’ when assembled in publick bodies. But ina 
religious body, in which the most perfect good 
feeling has generally prevailed; I see no 
necessity fur adopting the system, observed in 
the judicature of our country. 

Very little need be said explanatory of my 
fifth particular. All will probably admit the 
necessity and importance of connexion and 
co-operation between the several Associations 
in the stata. Without connexion, co-operation, 
and a common medium of intelligence, as a 
denomination, we must become a disunited, 
comparatively inefficient people ; sadly ignor- 
ant of each other’s condition, and too much 
unacquainted with the progress of that hea- 
venly doctrine, in which we believe. 

My last particu ould give each Associa- 
tion, composing ‘Convention, the same 
privilege, we grant to members of Churches 
and Associations. No Association would be 
compelled to sustain the Convention: conse- 
quently its exertions would be yoluntary, em- 
bracing its own and the publick’s good. ‘This 
ee would probably make the union formed 

y the Convention, the most perfect and the 
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most compatible with the “liberty of the 
gospel :” while it would most effectually pre- 
vent it from assuming unwarrantable power, 
or iufringing upon the authority of Associa- 
tions. 

You will doubtless: recollect, Mr. Editor, 
that after my arrival at Auburn, I suggested a 
plan for organizing the Convention, to the 
delegates there assembled, similar to that 
above exhibited, and they were as unanimous 
in approbating it, as they were in disapproba- 
ting the present form of the Convention. If 
any one can suggest a better plan, or point 
out any material defects in the above, Jet it be 
done. You may expect soon to receive some- 
thing farther on the subject, from your friend 
and brother, Pirt Monse. 

Watertown, Dec. 6th, 1827. 

pe 
FOR TRE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


EXAMINATION 


Of a Sermon preached in Chenango, N. Y. 
by Josiah Keyes, of the Methodist connexion, 
in vindication of the doctrine of the eternity 
of future punishment, by J. B. Suannon. 

[Continued from page 378.) 

Again: As tothe punishmeut of the wicked, 
which, according to the opinion just noticed, 
is to be “always dying” I would remark ; it 
has been said that “sinners will die the death 
that never dies;” and I have been af a loss to 
know where our limitarian friends obtained 
the idea. But now we have ascertained that 
it was borrowed from the writings of an unin- 
spired man. Is it not, however, as absurd to 
say that sinners live always dying, as it would 
be to contend that men never dic ? 

Mr. K. supposes that if we’can rely upon 
the T'argums and Paraphrases, the point may 
be established beyond a reasonable doubt. [ 
shall pass this by for the present, as I shall 
have occasion to resume the subject again. 

Again, he says, “‘ our Lord wasa Jew, and 
therefore must have been well acquainted with 
the religious principles of his countrymen :— 
then he could not have been ignorant of the 
fact that they held the doctrine of future pun- 
ishment ; and if it had been such a capital 
errour as the Universalists pretend, as he em- 
braced every opportunity to expose the errours 
of his countrymen, we might naturally expect 
he would have spoken against this particular 
errour; but this he never did, but on the con- 
trary confirmed the doctrine by using the 
same terms that they employed to point out 
future punishment, apparently in the same 
way.” ; 

It appears that Mr. K. has favoured us with 
their opinions ; but let me ask, where or when 
did Christ teil the people they should live 
‘always dying ?” or be punished with perpe- 
tual punishment? or that they should dwell 
in a perpetual psison? 1f Christ has no where 
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spoken of such punishments, whet Mr. Kt. has 
said about his using the same language found 
in the Targums and Paraphrases, to paint 
out future punishment, is manifestly incorrect. 
It seems Mr. K. thinks that the Universalists 
pretend, that the. doctrine of future punish- 
ment is a “ capital errour’’—but [ shoul: like 
to know what he considers future punishment. 
I suppose all punishment is future ; i. e. after 
the commission of crime. But this does not 


imply that punishment must be in another | 
I confess that Christ did speak of | 


world. 
future punishment, in the sense in which I 
have considered «it above; and in this sense 
all Universalists with whom I. have had an 
acquaintance admit it. Where, then, are those 
of our order who hold the doctrine of future 
punishment to be such a capital errour? [t 
is very true that Christ did expose many erro- 
weous prificiples of those to whom he spake ; 
and one of these errours was that which led 
them to call duwn fire to consume unbelievers. 
He informed them the Son of man came not 
to destroy mankind, but to save the world. It 
appears that the disciples at that time had run 
before their Divine Teacher ;—the fact is, they 
had imbibed many of the traditions of the el- 
ders instead of the precepts of Christ: And it 
would seem that Mr. K. and others of his class 
are rather the learners of tradition than «isci- 
ples of the Lord Jesus. But if Christ taught 
the world of mankind that he came to sace and 
not to destroy, can it be supposc:] that he con 

tradicted this testimony, by teaching the doc- 
trine of Mr. K ? tle should fear and tremble, 
lest while he is offering his *‘ strange fire” upon 
the anhallowed altar of modern orthodoxy, it 
should consume him and he die before the 
Lord. For it is written—* with the same 
measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you 
again.” 

Again: Mr. K. proposes ‘‘ to prove his ar- 
guments from the harmony of the divine per- 
fections. God is holy, just, and good: He 
also is unchangable. When he acts, he acts 
in conformity with these perfections, for he 
cannot act inconsistent with himself.” How 
such statements agree with arminianism I 
leave the reader to judge. 

Again, at page 9, he continues. ‘“ ‘The jus- 
tice, holiness and goodness of God, have led 
him to enact laws. Those laws being conform- 
ed to the fitness of things, are calculated to 
suppress vice, and encourage virtue, that it 
may have force. It is necessary it should be 
sanctioned by penalties ; for a law without pe- 
nalties must defeat its own design. The laws 
of God béing an emanation from his own mind, 
like himself must be immutable. Therefore, 
when any one has violated this law, the justice, 
holiness, and immutability of God require the 
penalty should be executed ; and if this is not 
the case, we must suppose God changes, alters 
his law, and accommodates himself to all the 


| weakness and frailties of his creatures. This 
must destroy every principle of good govern- 
ment and introduce universal confusion info 
the world.” This is the argument of Mr. K. 
and [ heartily concur with him in regard to 
the goodness of God and the requirements of 
hislaw. But let me ask ; is it not his opinion 
that all men deserve endless wo! Do we not 
hear some people in their prayers tell Deity 
they are sinners, and deserve endless banish- 
ment? and that, his throne would have been 
forever guililess if they had been placed be- 
| yond the reach of mercy ? Now admitting such 
| prayers to be any thing more than solemn 
mockery—and Mr. K’s statements to be true 
(which | am not much disposed to deny) it 
would result in the endless damnation of the 
world! It appears, then, Mr. K. believes the 
penalty of God’s law will be executed —** when 
any one has violated this law,” he tells us “ the 
justice, holiness, and immutability of God re- 
quires the penalty should be executed.” Very 
well. The seriptures state that ‘* God will by 
no means clear the guilty.” Ex. xxxiv.7. But 
perhaps Mr. K. will suppose he has obviated 
this difficulty, by considering Christ as a sub- 
stitute. See page 10th, where he remarks, 
* This penalty wall be inflicted on the offend- 
er’s own person or that of a substitute,” &c. 
But whatis Christ 1? A Mediator, i. e. one who 
stands between two partics, an iatercessor— 
| a pleader between God and men. See 1 Tim. 
| it. 6. Suppose, then, that I am charged with 
; murder, and employ a lawyer to intercede for 
| ine, that is, to stand between me and the of- 
| fended party, and I am found guilty; what 
| would be the consequence? Mr. K. if consis- 
| tent in the application of his principle of jus- 
| tice, would say—Aang the lacyer! But this 
; would clear the guilty ; which he has admitted 
would destroy every principle of goo@ govern- 
ment! Mr. K. has told us, that “ the laws of 
| God, being an emanation from his own mind 
must be immutable, and if the penalty of the 
law is not executed, (and on the ground of 
; substitution it cannot be executed on the guil- 
tv) consequently he makes out that God chan- 
ges, aliers his /aw and accommodates himself 
to all the weakness and frailties of his crea- 
tures! For if mankind deserve endless punish- 
ment, and donot receive it, the law is not ful- 
filled, nor its penalty inflicted. 
TO BE CONTINUED. 
EE 














The inhabitants of ‘Ternate, which is the 
principal of the Molucca islands, have a very 
simple method of worshipping the Deity. No 
one, not even the: priests, is permitted to 
speak of religion. They bave only one tem- 
ple, the law prohibits more. There are neither 
altars, statues, nof ‘images. <A hundred priests 
serve in the temple, but they neither sing nor 
speak, but in solemn silence point towards a 





pyramid, upon which are written these words < 
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et on tener 
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** Mortals, adore your God, love your brethren, 
atid make yourselves useful to your country.” 
WN. Harmony Gaz. 





ADVOCATE AND INVESTIGATOR. 





“*EARNESTLY CONTEND FOR THE Farru.”” 





T) OUR READIRS. 
The two last numbers of the Utica Magazine contain 


a continuation of its editor’s “ blessings of a quiet and 
peaceable spirit” in which he undertakes to justify his 
zig-zag course relative to the Convention. Owing to 
the cireumstance of his lust number (that of Dec. 8th) 
not being received until to-day (the 13th) and as our 
paper goes to press to-morrow, we have neither time 
nor room for a notice of his lucubrations in this week’s 
paper. We shall endeavour to ** make an end” of the 
matter next weck; meantime we ussure our readers 
that nothing but necessity shall induce a farther con- 
tinuance of this unpleasant controversy after our next 
number. We might let the matter rest as it is, were it 
uot for the fact that some of our respected brethren are 
inyp'ierted vary seriously in the last article in the Mag- 
azine, and justice demands an exposure of its barefaced 
misrepresentations. The editor of the Magazine may 
therefore rest assured, that we are not asieep on our 
post, and our friends, we hope, will not be alarmed for 
our safety, for we have the means, we trust, of making 
the * sinners in Zion afraid.” 
j ——_ 
BRCWNSON'’S ESSAYS 
ON TNE PROGRESS OF TAUTH. 

It is not thouzlut necessary to notice the productions 
Which are now in progress on the above subject inerely 
to ensure them.a canilid perusal by our intelligent rea- 
ders, for whoever has‘taken in hand to read them at all, 
must have become deeply interested in the mutters so 
ably discussed. We have no hesitation in believing, 
that but few, however much experienced, are capable 
of amore lucid exposition of facts, or of giving a more 
‘comprehensive view of the means of promoting, or the 
impediments which are likely to retard, “ the progress 
of trath,” than our esteemed and highly valued corres- 
pondent Br. Brownson. His exposure oi those causes 
which have conspired to perpetuate ignorance, fanati- 
cism, and misery in past ages, evinces a knowledge of 
ecclesiastical history which but few have the means of 
acquiring ; while his animadversions on the present ex- 
istence of similar causes and the means to be used to 
effect their eradication, are evidently the result of sound 
reflection und putient examination. If his arguments 
are a little tincttred with metaphysicks, they are not 

the less interesting on that account; and if we may 
judge from the pleasure we have received from their 
perusal, our opinion is, that our readers will consider 
the past, present, and forthcoming numbers of the essay, 
a valuable acquisition to the columns of the Advocate. 
Our respected brother in the faith will pardon us for 
this free. expression of our sentiments relative to his 
productions, while we ingeniously confess, that we are 
somewhat selfish in so doing, inasmuch as we are per- 
miited to hope that he will continue to contribute to our 


| columns, which cannot fail of securing a more extensive 
| circulation to this work. 
tare 
“THE GOSPEL PREACHER.” 

We have received the first number of a work ent!- 
tled the Gosrer. Preacuenr, which is tobe published 
monthly at Providence, (R. I.) each number to contait: 
two Original Sermons, in defence of the pure principles 
of Universalism, The number now before us is neatly 
printed, and contains two Sermons by Br. D. Pickering, 
The first is from the text, Heb. xi. 6. the ‘second from 
Ps. cxix. 89, 85. Judging from the hasty perusal we 
have given them, we conclude they will be read with 
peculiar interest by all those who desire to know the 
truth. Nor will the publick doubt the propriety of 
extending its. patromage to the “ Gospel Preacher,” 
when it is known that it will be conducted by Br. D. 
Pickering, whose labours in the vineyard are already 
extensively known, and highly appreciated, throughout 
the country. 

The work is to be continued, and published on the 
first Wednesday of each month, handsomely executed 
onfine paper, and neatly stitched in coloured covers; 
and will be sent to subscribers at one dullar a year in 
advance. Those who are anxious to obtain the work 
inust arply to J. S. Green, publisher of the Christian 
Telescope Providence, R. I. 


WUSC Bw LAW Y. 
FATE OF CHRISTIANITY IN JAPAN, 
Thereisan interesting account of the spread, 
and finally the extinction, of Christianity in 
Japau, in the pages of the celebrated Swedish 
traveller, Chas. Peter Thumberg, M. D. The 
Portuguese first introduced the new religion 
' immediately after their discovery of the coun- 
| try. Missionaries were sent by the Jesuits in 
| the year 1549, They succeeded in spreading 
their doctrines over the whole of the e:npire. 
The Portuguese enjoyed the most ample privi- 
| leges—travelling—preaching—and carrying 
| on commerce in every part of Japan. Many 
of the native princes were converted ; and in 
| the course of forty years, so firmly was the 
| Catholick religion established, that an embassy 
| was sent to Rometo Pope Gregory XIII. with 
; letters and valuable presents. ‘The wealth 
and dignities which flowed so copiously to the 
Portuguese settlers, inflated them with pride, 
and called into action all their bad qualities 
aud propensities. The natives quickly chan- 
ged their feelings toward them, and henceforth 
viewed them as avaricious and haughty intru- 
ders, rather than useful and generous benefac- 
tors. Inthe year 1586, the hatred of the in- 
sulated Japanese broke out in a decree for the 
extermination of the Christians. This was 
partially carried into effect, and upwards of 
20,000 individuals were massacred. Once 
more, however, it was destined that the new 
religion should raise its head, and in the short- 
space of tworyears after the execution of the 























| 
| 





; 











GOSPEL ADVOCATE: 





5u0 





above-mentioned bloody decree, not less than 
12,000 persons were converted and baptized. 
Even the emperor himself proceeded to em- 
brace Christianity, as did his court and family, 
and had the Portuguese learned by experience, 
and conducted themselves with geutleness and 
moderation, or even abstained from the perpe- | 
ration of the blackest crimes, there is every 
reason to believe that they would have been 
unmolested. But each day increased their | 
haoghtiness ; some of their ecclesiastics pub- | 
licly insulted a prince ot the empire ; and the | 
consequence was, the extermination of the 
Christian religion, and the utter ruin of the 
Portuguese commerce witk Japan. The final | 
stroke took place in the year 1596. In the | 
first instance, the priests were forbidden to 
preach, many of the clergy were banished out | 
of the country, and the mercantile part of the | 
colony sent to the island of Desima. Almost | 
immediately after the execution of this com- | 
paratively lenient sentence, a conspiracy was 
detected amongst the Portuguese, having for 
its aim the murder.of the emperor. ‘This. led 
to an immediate decree of banishment to all 
who refused to abjure the Catholick religion, 
and of death to all who disobeyed. A most 
violent persecution now commenced, which 
ended in the utter extinction of all who ad- 
hered to the faith of the church of Rome.— 
History informs us, that 37,000 Christians who 
had taken refuge in and about the castle of 





Simahara were routed and put to death in one 
day. ‘The Japanese argued from the immor- 


their religion, aud concluded, that a faith 
which did not restrain its believers from the 
grossest excesses and crimes, could not be of 
divine origin, and ought not to be tolerated in 
the empire. Many laws were passed to pre- 
vent the future re-establishment of Christiani- 
ty in Japan; among the rest a day was orde- 
red to be set apart in every year, for the pur- 
pose of expressing the national abhorreace of 
the exterminated faith; and on this occasion, 
the images, of the saints are thrown down, 
trampled on, and sabjected to other indignities. 
—Christian Enquirer. 


From the Christian Enquirer we copy the 
foregoing account of the rise and fail of Chris- 
tianity in Japan. It affords a striking example 
of the arrogance which too often characteri- 
zes the professors and teachers of the Chris- 
tian Religion—a demeanor whliich cannot fail 
to excite enmity to Christianity itself, and 
often produces that virulence and hatred in its 
opponents which appear to have instigated the 
Japanese, in their endeavours to root out from 
among them cvery trace of Christianity. The 
Portuguese, instead of conducting themselves 
with gentleness and moderation, did not abstain 
from the perpetration of even the blackest of 





crimes, andthe Japanese arguing from the 


immoralities of the Christians to the badness 
of their religion, concluded that a faith which 
did not restrain its believers from the grossest 
excesses and crimes couid not be of divine ori- 
gin. Reader ! confess that thou wouldst con- 
demn every religion, except, perchance thine 
own, against which thou couldst adduce argu- 
ments similar to those which induced the Ja- 
panese to denounce and for ever to renounce 
the tenets and ceremonies of the Christian 
Religion.— Olive Brunch. 

oamm 

From the Universalist Miscellany. 
FREEMEN, UNIVERSALISTS, ATTEND! 


From the Providence, R. I. papers of last 
weeky We received the surprising intelligence 
that at the 1). S. Circuit Court, held in that 
town, Judge Story of Salem, one of the presi- 
ding Judges, rejected a witness on the ground 
of his being a Universalist and of his @8be- 
lieving future rewards and punishments. The 


| (Providence) Christian Tclescope gives the 
| following statement concerning this rejected 


witness ; 

‘* He believes in the Scriptures as contain- 
ing a revelation from God, and publickly ac- 
knowledges his faith in that bookcalled the 
Bible. We have from his own mouth, the 
following statement of whai transpired in 
relation to him at court. At the instigation of 
an attorney in the case, Judge Story asked this 
witness—‘* Do you believe in a future state of 
rewards and punishments?’ ‘The witness 


alities of the Portuguese to the badness of | replied—"' 1 aman Universalis, 1 tiljeve 


the restoration of all things.” TheJudge then 
remarked—* If you are a Universalist, you do 
not believe in future punishment.” ‘ihe wit- 
ness replied—* I do not.” The Jadge then 
said to the witness—* You are rejected.” 

The above account is, without doubt, entire. 
ly correct, and may be implicitly relied upon. 
Some other accounts have been published 
which appear to be imperfect, and to misre-. 
present the affair. 

We are unaccustomed to call on our readers 
to maintain their civil liberties; we haye been 
so totally unaware that such a duty could 
ever, in this country, fall upon the conductors 
of a paper altogether religious ; that we know 
not in what language to address the publick, 
But as faithful watchmen, we must raise our 
warning voice, and call upon our brethren to 
awake from their dreams of security. You 
are about to be proscribed by your judges as 
unworthy of confidence, you are to be shut 
out from your courts of justice; the laws of 
the land which were intended for the equa] 
good of all, are about to be wrested by re- 
morseless bigotry, from the protection of our 
property and characters, and to be turned into 
an insult upon you. Itcertainly becomes you 
to be up and doing. 

Last Spring the orthodox professor Stuart: 
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from Andover, called on the Government of 
this state to exclude you from all offices, from 
the privilege of an cath in cur courts-of jus- 
tice; and now the Unitarian Judge Story puts 
the recommendation of the professor into exe. 


cution; at least so far as lies in his power. 
These are movements which must not be suf. 
fered to pass by without notice. 
i ao 
THE SLEEPER CURED. 

Some time since, a wriler in the Lowell Journal, 
after adverting to the new invented cure of intempe- 
rance, expressed a desire that some one would next 
discover a remedy forsleeping inmeeting. This would 
certainly bea disiieratum, and we have heardof no- 
thing approaching nearer io it than the methoddetailed 
in the following siory. > 

A few years since; an aged clergyman in the wes‘ ern 
part of thiscoun’ry, speaking of the solemniiy attached 
to the ministerial office, said that during the whole term 
of forty or fifty years thut he had officiated therein, his 
gravity bad never but once been disturbed in the pul- 
pit. Ou that occasion, while engaged in his discourse 
he noticed a man, directly in front of him, leaning over 
the railing of the gallery, with something in his hand 

eich he soon discovered to be a huge quid of tobacco 
just taken trom his mouth. Directly below, sat a man, 





Who was in the constant habit of sleeping at meeting ; | 


with his head leaned back, and hismonth wide open. 
Thé manin the gallery was intently engaged, raising 
. and lowering his hand, and takingan exact observa- 
tion, till at length, having got it right, he let fall the 
quid of tobacco, and it fell plump into the mouth of 
the sleeper below !-——The whole scene was so indescri- 
bably ludicrous, that, for the first and the last time in 
the pulpit, an invuluntary smile forced itself upon the 
countenance of the preacher. The unexpected intru- 
sion of sounpalatable a mouthful, awoke the sleeper, 
and he was never known to indulge in that practice 
afterwards.—Wassachusetts Spry. 
Ss 


NEWS OF THE WEEE. 

Fatat Acciwent.—A man by the name of William 
Goninghan, was scalde. to death in the Distillery of 
the Hon. Nathaniel Garrow, on Fritay last. In atten- 
ding to his business about the Distillery he unfortunately 
slipped, and in falling knocked out the fasset, from a 
large receiver of hot water, and was immedintely 
drenched with the scalding fluil. He survived but a 
few hours. He wasa native of Ireland, where he 
left three children, aud had resided several years in 
this village —Cayuga Patrio!. 

Tie Worcester (Mass.) Mutual Insurance Company 
have been issuing--policies for three years and six 
months, have insured to the amount of 700,000 dol- 
lars, and have never sustained the loss of a single dol- 
lar by fire. 

Noah states that the New-York City expenditures 
amount to the enormous sum of $1700 per day, or 
$520,000 annually. 

A new steam boat called the Washington, was 
launched at Essex, on the 25th ult. It is toply on 
Dake Champlain as a tow. freight and passage boat. 
This is the fifth boat now afloat on that lake, anda 
’ sixth is to be added next season. 

e Boston Centinel states that the first Boston 
Dinstor was published in 1789, by John Norman, 
and contained the names of 1456, being the mechanicks, 

-merchants attorneys, Sc. then living and doing 
business in Boston; as also the names of the publick 
officers, and the one bank. The Directory of 1826, 





contained 10751 names. That of the present year, 


11164. 





Mr. Harmon Goodrich has been appointed by the 
Post Master General;Post Master of the Albion Pest 
| Office, vice Mr. George Standart, jun. deceased. 


The Detroit (Michigan) Gazette of the 13th instant, 
| mentions that on the preceding day the atmosphere 
| was so filled with vapour and smoke, that from a few 
minutes before ten o'clock until nearly noon, it became 
necessary to light candles in stores and dwelling heuses. 


Abijah Colburn, of Dedham, (Mass.) on splitting 
open a maple log which had been felled about a year, 
discovered in a cavity éwenty-one young Rattle Snakes. 
They were in a torpid state, and from nine to ten inch- 
es in length, 


It is understood that the people of the territory of 
Ackansas will apply to (he next congress for admis- 
sion into the Union as astate. 


The practice of presenting visiting cards 1s one 
which does not prevail only in the civilized nations of 
Europe. The chiefs of the Lochoo Islands invariably 
present them to strangers, on the occasion of their first 
visit: it is stated by Capt. Maxwell of H. M. ship 
Alcesie, that when the heir apparent came on board 
his ship, one of the chiefs rowed forwari in # canoe, 
and presented his Royal Highness’ visiting card. It 
was made of red paper, and measured forty-eight inch - 
es long by eleven wide ! 
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THE VOICE OF WINTER. 
I come—my breath is on the blast ! 
A wreath of clouds is o er me; 
And the loveliest flowers of carth as I past, 
Have wither'd and shrunk before me. 
I have found the earth in its richest bloom, 
I come to gather its pride to the tomb ; 
I have found it all with joy elate, 
I come to make it desolate. 


| 
| From the Philadelphia Magasine. 
| 
i 


he leaves of the trees are rustling and gay, 
The sheen of the river is bright as the spring—- 
I will blow those rustling leaves away, 
I will stop the streamiet’s murmuring : 
I will strip of its robe the towering oak, 
Its roots shall be torn and its limbs be broke ; 
I will howl] through the waste, and the wild beasts 
there 
At the sound of my voice shall shrink to their lair. 


The eagle shall close her soaring wing, 

And seek her nest on the eyrie high ; 
And every songster cease to sing, 

At the sound of my ominious rushing by ! 
I will bow to the dust the gayest flowers, 
And strip of their pride the fairest bowers ; 
I will clothe'the earth in white as ] come 


The winding-sheet of her wintry tomb! 
“en 8. G. F. 
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